


golf family experience.”

Croce may have been new to the golf
business, but he is the expert when it comes
to pirates. ) ;

“That’s been since I.was a little kid.”
He recalls, “always carving the skull and
crossbones into my rulers in grade school.”

Eventually, Croce amassed one of the

largest piratical collections of 17th century
artifacts in the world and decided to put it all
under one roof —leading to the creation of the
Pirate Soul Museum in Key West, Florida in
January 2005. Next door is his restaurant, the
Rum Barrel, which opened a year later.

“Pirates, they’ll live forever,” he says of
his obsession. “The swashbuckling nature, the
adventure — everyone has a pirate soul. They
want to be adventurous, bold and daring.”

At Pirate Island, Benevento and Croce
cater to the hidden pirate in each of their
customers. Everything at Pirate Island is
designedtoenhancethecustomer’s experience,
from the waterfalls to the footprints on the
walkway, even the authentic-looking locks on
the doors.

“We want it to be a memory, not just a
golf experience,” says Croce. “You go to the
shore and you want to experience memories.
Everything is just little tricks along the way
that make you remember ‘I’ve got to go back
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. to be something on their To Do list.”

Isle and'Ocean City a place where every
summer, families come down and that’s got

. Each year, Benevento and Croce continue

to add to each location of Pirate Island in order

to create the best experience possible for their
customers. The use of animatronics has also.
become an integral part of the miniature golf
experience. The final hole at the Pirate Island
in Avalon is-a perfect example — over the
course of five years, Benevento developed and
obtained a patent for the free game machine
that either spits out a free ticket or squirts the
customer with water, depending on how they
putt the ball.

“I was always fascinated by Disney-like
animatronics,” explains Croce, “so I turned
him on to a friend who was good at creating
them. That was the start. We put together a
little scene — first one scene, then another
scene, then it expanded.”

“We put fog, then we put animation,
then we have talking, then interaction,”
says Benevento. “It’s awesome going there
and experiencing the fun our customers are
having and thinking about how to make that
experience better each year.”

Benevento and Croce also stress the
importance . of making each location look
brand new every day. In the past thirteen

wraave tha eanroac have wan awarde from

Award in 1995 to the Beachcomber’s Best
of the Shore Award in 2000 to the Press of

- Atlantic City’s Best, of the Press Award for

Miniature Golf since 2004.

_ “We stress customer service all the time,”
says Croce. “The quality of construction and

attention to detail, the service-oriented staff —

that’s vitally important to us.” -

“Miniature golf is a chance for families
to play and enjoy together,” he continues.
“Some people are here for a weekend, a week,

a month — Pirate Island gives them a chance-

to do something with their families that they
don’t usually do. Life is short, so why not
make memories?”
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IFYOU GO:
33rd Street & Landis Avenue, Sea Isle City
(609) 263-8344
9th & Haven Ave, Ocean City
(609) 398-9938
htip:/fwww.pirateislandgolf.com

Sea Isle City Hours:
9 am. -11:30 p.m. (in season)
Hours in the fall:
Labor Day Monday 9 am.— 11 p.m.
Friday Sep7 5pam.—10p.m.
Saturday Sep & 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday Sep 9 10 am.— 10 p.m.

-

(609) 398-1211
Mon-Sun (Sep 3-9) 9am-11pm
Mon-Sun (Sep 10-16) 10am-10pm
Mon-Fri (Sep 17-21) 12pm- &pm
Sat-Sun (Sep 22-23) 10am- Spm
Weekends thru October






